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 Additional Papers. Volume 24, Issue 3 Empirical Legal Reasoning Incorrect Foreshadowing By Dr. Alf Janzing Prof. Dr.
Michael Mollmann Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences University of Leipzig hfg.unileipzig.de Abstract The main goal of

the thesis is to contribute to a discussion that is currently making a lot of noise: How do we account for the presumed (or
actually found) future effects of past legal rulings? This special issue brings together the views of various scholars regarding the
problem of “foreshadowing” – the supposed connection of a ruling with its result in the future. We will show that this problem is

not as much an empirical question as it is an epistemic one. At least from an empirical point of view, it can be confirmed that
past legal rulings foreshadow future legal rulings. In order to understand this result, one needs to have a clear view of the

concept of a legal rule and its connection to the epistemic problem of empirical confirmation. This is the aim of the thesis. We
will start by describing the relationship between these two areas of the legal system: the principle of legal rules and the relation
of evidentiality. In a second step, we will show the importance of the framework of legal rules for the epistemic justification of
legal rulings. In a third step, we will introduce the theory of what we will call “irreducible legal rules”. This theory, based on the

concept of a rule of law, is the core of the thesis. It will provide the idea of a “legal system of signs”, the model of a “legal
system of laws”, and the concepts of “foreshadowing” and “predictive effects”. In a final step, we will apply our theoretical

results to a case study. Keywords: Legal System, Foreshadowing, Epistemic Justification, Legal Rules, Incomplete Knowledge,
Introduction The main goal of the thesis is to contribute to a discussion that is currently making a lot of noise: How do we
account for the presumed (or actually found) future effects of past legal rulings? To be precise, we consider the following

problem: If we discover that a past legal ruling was wrong, how do we understand this fact? We assume that the main reason for
the 82157476af
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